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Artist Statement

My work begins with the trees. When European settlers arrived, forests covered nearly half of
what is now the continental United States. Today, less than a fraction of one percent of that old
growth remains. Growing up in Fort Wayne, I've witnessed firsthand how much has been lost—
many of the great trees | remember from childhood are gone. Through my photographs, | seek
to preserve what still stands: rare pockets of ancient forest, fragile ecosystems, and the quiet
beauty of trees that have endured for centuries. These images are both a celebration of their
strength and a reminder of their fragility.

Alongside this environmental focus, | explore the human landscape through documentary
photography. Influenced by Walker Evans and Robert Frank, | capture portraits of America that
reveal the ordinary and the overlooked —city streets, train passengers, and marginalized
communities that reflect both continuity and change. These photographs serve as witnesses to
the present, preserving moments that will one day become history.

In my urban series, | turn to the paradox of contemporary life: how people share space yet
remain disconnected. As | move through familiar routes, | observe strangers absorbed in their
own narratives, briefly intersecting before diverging once again. These images reflect the
tension between proximity and isolation in modern existence.

Across all my projects, | bridge past and present by working in both digital media and historic
processes such as Platinum/Palladium, Salt, and Cyanotype printing. At the heart of my practice
is a single pursuit: to preserve what is fading—whether forest, community, or fleeting
encounter—and to ask what we choose to carry forward.

Bio

Jarrid Spicer has been photographing for over twenty years. He earned a Bachelor's degree
from Indiana University and a Master's degree from Savannah College of Art and Design. In this
time, he has been published in magazines such as Digital Photo Pro and Silver Works. His
images are part of numerous private collections, from St. Francis University and Savannah
College of Art and Design to Candler Hospital. He has taught students as young as
kindergarteners up to graduate students and is currently leading photography workshops
around the Fort Wayne community. In 2020, Jarrid founded his own business, Jarrid Spicer
Photography, to continue pursuing his passion professionally.

As a photographer, Jarrid is deeply committed to documenting our fading environments, from
old-growth forests to ordinary city streets. With a fascination for what once was, he gravitates
toward historic photographic processes such as Platinum/Palladium and Salt prints. Having
grown up with technology, he also enjoys combining digital imagery with traditional printing to
bridge the gap between the past, the present, and the future.



